
ATLANTIC OCEAN 
The Atlantic Ocean stretches from the freezing poles all the way over to 

the warm waters of the Caribbean, and is home to a wonderful community 
of animals. In the waters of the Western Atlantic, the incredible Sand Tiger 

Sharks can be found. Deeper in the water you can find Nurse Sharks lying on 
the sand, searching for yummy crabs and squid. Looking around you might 

even see Southern Stingrays flying through the water amongst many 
large, shiny fish such as Tarpon and Barracuda! 

Stingrays have a pointy, serrated barb which can be found 
at the base of their tails. Although this barb contains painful 
venom, stingrays are friendly creatures and will only sting 
if they feel scared!

If you ever spot a beautiful water flower sitting on the 
seabed, don’t be fooled. It may just be an Upside-down 

jellyfish! Crabs even carry these jellyfish on their backs so 
that the tentacles can act as a shield whilst on the move.

If you wiggle your nose or squeeze the top of your ear, 
you’re actually feeling cartilage! Shark skeletons are made 
from this material as it is light and flexible. It allows them to 
easily twist and turn in order to catch their dinner.

If a shark’s tooth gets a little wobbly, it will fall out and 
another tooth from the row behind will move forward to 
replace it. They will never, ever run out of teeth!
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BLUE PLANET
The oceans as a whole are home to such a wide variety of living  creatures 

who all play an important role. Colourful and vibrant  coral reefs are an 
example of a habitat always teeming with life, providing food and shelter 
for fish of different shapes, colours and sizes. Clownfish hide in anemones, 

staying safe from predators while cleaning the anemone’s tentacles. 
Parrotfish chomp up algae with their beak-shaped mouths. You might even 

spot a stingray or eel hiding in the depths! 

Loggerhead Turtles are reptiles who need to breathe air, just 
like we do. When these beautiful creatures are underwater, 
they can hold their breath for a whole 6 hours!

Clownfish love living in sea anemones, but they need to be 
protected from the anemone’s nasty sting. This is why these 

fish are actually covered in a protective layer of slimy snot!

Octopuses have 3 hearts, blue blood and a doughnut 
shaped brain! They can also squeeze through the tiniest of 

holes to hide away from predators.

Cleaner Wrasse play a very important role in coral reefs. 
They set up stations where they clean the other fish, even 
the inside of their mouths! This way they can get a tasty 
dinner while other fish enjoy a nice bath.
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BRITISH COASTS
 Along the British coasts there is such an amazing diversity of marine life! 

Seahorses and pipefish shelter in their rich seagrass habitat.  Eddystone Reef, 
which lies 12 miles out to sea, is home to a variety of fish such as Cuckoo 

Wrasse and Gilthead Bream. Thornback Rays  explore the seabed in search of 
tiny shrimp and crabs while Turbots bury themselves in the sand to hide from 

predators. Such a beautiful selection of wildlife, right on our doorstep!  

Did you know that all Cuckoo Wrasse are born as girls? Only 
the biggest Cuckoo Wrasse turn into boys, changing colour 
from orange to blue around the age of 7 years old.

Turbot, a type of flatfish, go through some incredible 
changes. As babies, Turbot swim through the water as 

upright fish. But when they grow up, they turn on to their 
side and an eye will travel to the other side of their head!

A Smooth-hound’s skin is made from tiny, upright teeth! 
These teeth make their skin feel very rough, allowing them 

to grate their bodies over the surface of predators before 
making a quick getaway.

Spiny Seahorses may look sweet and innocent, but they are 
stealthy predators. They can change the colour of their skin 
to blend in with their surroundings when sneaking up on 
shrimp! This is known as camouflage.
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PLYMOUTH SOUND 
In the shallow waters of Plymouth Sound there are many beautiful creatures 
that LOVE to live in rockpools! Tiny Tompot Blennies hide amongst the rocks 

while Spiny Spider Crabs scuttle around looking for their dinner. Common 
Starfish cling to the rocks with their sticky tube feet and colourful Dahlia 

Anemones swish their tentacles around in search of food. Next time you’re at 
the beach, why not go and  discover the wonder of rockpools for yourselves? 

If you dislike going to the dentist, just be thankful you’re 
not a crab! Their teeth are not found in their mouths like 
most animals, but are located in their tummies.

Have you ever wished you could breathe both above and 
below the surface of the water? Blennies can do both! They are 

covered in a layer of snot which allows their gills to 
stay moist when out of the water.
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Did you know that starfish have an eye at the end of each 
arm? Although these eyespots can only see shades of light 
and dark, they allow the starfish to keep an eye 
out for danger. 

Starfish have a very bizarre way of eating. They will break 
open the shell of an unlucky mussel or oyster, bring their 
stomachs out of their mouths and suck up the tasty insides!
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