
 
This summer we are learning all about the aliens of the deep! This 

booklet is filled with fun activities, colouring sheets and craft ideas to 

help you learn all about these fascinating creatures. Why not visit the 

National Marine Aquarium to find out more?  

OCEAN ALIENS 

Sketches by Izzy, a Year 10 Work Experience Student 



Ocean Aliens: Wordsearch! 

Did you know that the ocean is just under 11,000 metres deep? No light reaches below 

1,000 metres, meaning that the depths of the oceans are very dark and cold! Deep sea 

creatures however are well adapted to this harsh environment. This means they are 

great at surviving in such difficult conditions! 

Can you find the deep sea animals below in the wordsearch? 

G A N T S Q U I D S T I H 

A H S I F R E L G N H O A 

B P G M R O W E B U H I T 

O L F F I S H T I N T W C 
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F L S O S Y E F R C K A H 

• Fangtooth 

• Viperfish 

• Wolffish 

• Giant squid 

• Goblin shark 

• Hatchetfish  

• Tube worm 

• Yeti crab 

• Sea star 

• Anglerfish 



 

There are many fascinating, strange looking creatures in the deep sea! Let’s learn about 

some of them! 

Can you match the descriptions of deep sea creatures to the correct pictures? 

Hi! I am Steve the Sixgilled Shark and I live in the 

dark depths of the ocean. I have green eyes and 

saw shaped teeth! 

Hi I am Bob the Blobfish. I can reach a size of up to 

12 inches in length. I have no muscles and I am a 

very rare fish!  

Hello I am Larry the Frilled Shark! I have frilly gills 

and a long, bendy body. My jaws are very flexible 

so I can swallow my dinner whole! 

Hi I am Daisy the Polychaete Worm. I have 

loads of tiny fins and can be very colourful. I 

live in very cold  places. 

Hello there! I am Maisy the Fangtooth Fish. I live in 

the dark depths of tropical oceans and I have really 

sharp teeth to gobble up my dinner. 

 

Deep Sea Creatures: What am I? 



Can you fill in the missing letters and match the name to the adapta-

tions? Why not colour us in afterwards!  

G_lp_ _  

E _ _ 

L_ _t_r_ 

F_ _ h 

H_ _ c_e_  

_is_ 

_ac_f_c  

_ip_rf_ _h  

Deep Sea Adaptations! 

I have a bright lure on top of my 

head to attract fish. This means I 

can gobble them up for tea! My 

stomach is massive so I can eat 

lots at once.  

I have a massive mouth so that I 

can swallow prey larger than 

myself! The light on the end of 

my tail lures fish for me to eat.  

I have really big eyes to capture 

as much light as possible in the 

deep sea. I also have tiny lights 

on my long body which I use for 

communication.  

I have lots of pale blue lights run-

ning down my belly which match 

the colour of daylight from 

above. This helps me to hide in 

the water,   

 



Deep Sea Colouring! 

Anglerfish use their light to lure fish over so they can gobble them up for tea! Can you 

draw in a little fish swimming towards the light of the Anglerfish? 



 

What you will need: 

 

Paper plate  

Pipe cleaner 

White card  

Coloured card  

Colouring pens  

Pencil  

Scissors  

PVA glue  

 

Paper Plate Anglerfish! 

Instructions: 

1. Using a pencil, draw a wedge on the back of the paper plate, then cut along the line you have 

drawn with scissors. The gap left behind will make the mouth of the anglerfish.  

2. Use the wedge that you’ve cut out to make three fins. You will need a tail, dorsal fin (this one 

goes at the top) and pectoral fin (this one goes at the bottom). Glue the tail and fins into 

place on the paper plate.  

3. Cut a rectangle out of white card that measures 7x10cm. Once you have done this, draw a zig

-zag down the middle of the piece of card. Make sure the tips of the zig-zag don’t touch the 

edges! 

4. Cut along the zig-zag line you’ve drawn. Now you have two sets of long, pointy teeth! Glue 

the teeth on the back of the mouth.  

5. Cut out a small circle from some white card. Glue it above the mouth and colour in a spot to 

make the anglerfish’s eye.  

6. Draw and cut out a tear-drop shape from some yellow card. Glue it to one end of the pipe 

cleaner. 

7. Attach the other end of the pipe cleaner to the head of your anglerfish. Now it has a lure to 

attract its prey! 

 

Fun Fact! Did you know that male anglerfish attach themselves to 
the female to fertilise her eggs? Take a look at the photo opposite. 
The males are the little blobs on the bottom of the bigger female!  
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(1)    This animal has no muscles and looks rather squishy! 

(2)    These creatures get their name from land animals that live in packs and like to howl. 

(3)   These fish are well known for their fang like teeth! 

(4) Most deep sea creatures are this colour. 

(5) The oceans cover about 71% of  the ______’s surface. About 90% of that is deep water! 

(6) The _______ shark has a frilly fringe lining each pair of gills! 

(7) The deep ocean is very dark, as no ______ reaches below 1000m. 
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Deep Sea Crossword! 

7 

4 

5 



 

Deep sea creatures are some of the most _________ looking animals you 

can find in the ocean! They have to ______ in very harsh conditions, as the 

water in the deep ocean is very_______. There is high _________ and very 

little oxygen. Animals can also find it difficult to find _______! However, 

these animals have __________ to living in the deep sea. ___________ fish 

have large eyes to capture light, and firefly squids _________ to attract prey. 

Most deep sea animals are red in colour because red light doesn’t reach the 

deep ocean, helping them to __________. Although we know a  little bit 

about deep sea creatures, they are actually some of the least researched an-

imals in the sea, as we simply can’t _____ deep enough to observe them.   

dive 
food 

cold 

pressure adapted 

survive grotesque 

Ocean Aliens: Fill in the missing words! 

Lantern flash 

camouflage 



Ocean Alien Quiz! 

1. Deep sea creatures live in very harsh conditions. 

2. Most deep sea creatures are black in colour. 

3. Food is very easy to come by. 

4. Firefly squids flash to attract prey. 

5. Lantern fish have small eyes to capture light. 

6. Deep sea creatures are very hard to research.  

7. Humans can’t dive to the same depths as these creatures.  

 

You are now becoming a deep sea creature expert! Can you use the information on 

the previous page to answer these true or  false questions? 

True    False  

 1. True. 2.False.  3.False .4.True 5.False. 6.True.  7.True.    A. Pole & Line B.  Bottom Trawling. C. Blue Hake. D. MSC 

Sadly, many human activities threaten the deep sea world. Deep sea mining for oil, gas and minerals along 

with destructive fishing methods can damage the sea floor. Bottom trawling is particularly harmful, as trawl 

nets are dragged along the sea floor destroying everything in their path and often capture unwanted fish. Al-

so, many deep sea creatures are overfished, meaning too many are being taken out of the sea. Roundnose 

grenadier, blue hake and spiny eel are all threatened deep sea fish. 

But there is a way we can help! The pole & line method of fishing is a less destructive way to catch fish. It also 

means only certain fish are targeted, leaving other animals happily swimming about in the sea! We can also 

look out for the MSC logo when we buy fish, which tells us the fish have been responsibly sourced.  

 

Right, deep sea experts! Can you answer the following questions? 

A.       How should we source our fish?        Pole & line        Bottom trawling 

B.     What method of fishing is the most threatening to our deep sea creatures?  

       Bottom trawling     Trolling        Pole & Line 

C..      Which one of the following are being overfished? 

      Sardines                      Mackerel     Blue Hake    American Lobster            

D. What logo should we look out for on our fish? 

 MSC   WWF  RSPCA    

 

 



 

Like  us on Facebook and 

 

Follow us on Twitter 

Why not continue the fun by doing the following? 

• Tell your friends and family what you have learned. 

• Visit the beach and explore the rockpools!  

• Visit us at the Aquarium to learn loads more fun facts! 

Can you draw your fa-

vourite deep sea crea-

ture in the heart? 

Can you think of a way 

to help it stay happy in 

the sea? Write down 

one idea... 

 

______________________________ 

 

______________________________ 

 

______________________________ 

With a special thanks to all the Work 

Experience Hosts who helped to de-

velop this booklet! Izzy, Lorna, Luca, 

Finley and Alex have all helped to 

develop these activities.  Nice work! 


