
A unique venue in a stunning location

Functions and parties

The dramatic back drop of our newly themed Eddystone                                                    
exhibit creates a shimmering deep blue palette in which to 
create an evening for all to remember. This electrifying space 
is the perfect venue to offer a unique twist on your classic 
award ceremonies, speaker sessions and fine dining events. 
With the added touch of magic offered by the marine life 
surrounding your evening, any occasion becomes a special one. 

Plymouth at it’s finest. Surrounded by a panoramic view of 
Plymouth’s most stunning asset, the Horizons Lounge lives 
up to its name with views that stretch out across the water 
and coast line. A spacious and light area that manages to be 
airy but intimate with a curved shape to echo the shoreline 
below. This space perfectly complements wedding receptions, 
grand birthday parties or any occasion you wish to celebrate. 
The Horizons Lounge is unsurpassed when coupled with the 
roomy Horizons Suite. Acting as an area perfectly suited to be home to welcome drinks, private 
breakout areas, delicious lunches and any part of your function with an aim to impress. 

Eddystone

Horizons

The National Marine Aquarium is a truly unique venue in a 
stunning location. It’s relaxed environment and breathtaking 
views make it the perfect venue for a variety of functions and 
events from birthday celebrations to wedding receptions.

We have several spaces available to hire and a variety of catering 
options available. Enjoy fine dining for 120 guests on round tables 
in our auditorium looking at the amazing Eddystone exhibit or a buffet 
for 150 in Horizons with breathtaking views across Plymouth Sound.

A breathtaking venue for your special occasion
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One of the Aquarium’s more intimate spaces with the 
spectacular curved ceiling that gives views into the 
tank that houses some of our most exciting creatures. 
Enjoy your event surrounded by Sand Tiger Sharks and the 
graceful movement of our Southern Stingrays. This is an 
ideal space for the smaller dining requirements, speaker 
sessions and a perfect buffet location.  

This area offers bursts of colour with a barrage of bright and 
beautiful exotic marine life. The Blue Planet is home to an 
impressive array of species, including our legendary turtle, 
Snorkel. Perfect for small talks and intimate dinners, this 
room is a space that truly offers a window to the ocean.   

This is our largest individual space and sits at the top of the National Marine Aquarium 
building. Part of our Education Centre, the Deck’s quirky shape and basic yet functional 
design lends itself to a variety of events and uses. Perfect for exhibitions, demonstrations 
and tradeshows, the Deck is an exciting space for events organisers to work with. With 
basic furnishings and a view across the Plymouth Sound, this unique area of the building 
is a blank canvas ready to be utilised for wealth of events.  

A truly spectacular private garden on the edge of the coast that provides an array of 
stunning scenery and maritime surroundings.
The space is perfect for innovative and exciting events. Enjoy a networking barbeque, 
champagne and fireworks or simply drinks and music overlooking Plymouth Sound. 
Available for both evening and daytime hire this large space blends greenery with 
attractive decking and amazing views. The Maritime Garden is a large space that
can be used as a venue addition or as the primary space. Make the best of a summer 
event and take advantage of this magnificent outside venue.

Blue Planet  

Upper Deck

Maritime Garden

Shark Tunnel 
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Education spaces available for hire

The National Marine Aquarium is a registered charity committed to promoting a 
sympathetic understanding of the sea through programmes of education, conservation
and research. The recent building development has created a fantastic learning 
centre with flexible and exciting spaces. The centre contains some of the largest 
spaces within the building and though primarily focused on education, the area is 
available for corporate hire.

The Education Centre is made up of various components and offers a space to suit events 
both large and small. Located across three floors the centre offers a host of spaces:

 

The AquaTheatre

The Launch

The Vault

Upper Deck

A staged area with stalls that hold up to 50 delegates and makes for the perfect space to 
provide talks, training, small shows and much more.

Situated behind the AquaTheatre, this area is a blank canvas that is ideal for buffets, 
break out areas or exhibition stands.
  

A narrow space that is basic yet versatile. Ideally located next to other main spaces, this is 
perfect for an event base or demonstration room.

This is our largest individual space and sits at the top of the National Marine Aquarium 
building. Part of our Education Centre, the Deck’s quirky shape and basic yet functional 
design lends itself to a variety of events and uses. Perfect for exhibitions, demonstrations 
and tradeshows, the Deck is an exciting space for events organisers to work with. With 
basic furnishings and a view across the Plymouth Sound, this unique area of the building 
is a blank canvas ready to be utilised for wealth of events.  

This unique facility when used in its entirety is perfectly suited to house events that require 
a wide range of spaces. This space allows delegates to freely move from room to room 
throughout the day. Flexible and versatile, the Education Centre is a fantastic opportunity 
to create exciting and innovative functions.
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Formal Dining

1 Starter 

1 Main + Vegetarian

1 Dessert  

Coffee and Mints

£29.95 Per person

Welcome Glass of Bucks Fizz

2 Starters

2 Mains + Vegetarian

2 Desserts  

Coffee and Mints

£34.95 Per person

Welcome Glass of Wine or Bubbly

2 Starters

2 Mains + Vegetarian

2 Desserts  

Cheese Platter

Coffee and Mints

Complimentary use of our fully licensed, Horizons Suite and Lounge for an 
extended evening event 

£39.95 Per person

Gold Package

Silver Package

Bronze Package
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Starters

Chicken and wild mushroom soup 
Topped with toasted croutons

Cream of butternut squash soup
Drizzled with extra virgin olive oil

Stuffed mushrooms
Brimming with Cornish brie and basil with a 
green leaf salad in a balsamic dressing 

Tomato and flame roasted pepper soup
Topped with sour cream and chives

Local seafood tian
Barbican crab and Dartmouth smoked salmon tian with a lemon dressed rocket salad

Brussels pate
Accompanied by real ale chutney and crispy bread slices

Italian salad
Tomato, mozzarella and black olives with green leaves and pesto dressing

Duo of melon
With a side of pomegranate salad and a sharp raspberry vinegarette  

All guests receive a complimentry fresh bread roll and butter
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Mains

Supreme of chicken
Chargrilled chicken topped with a forest 
mushroom sauce and garlic scented chives

Fillet of beef
A classic fillet served in a red wine jus
(£2 supplement when ordering with the 
bronze package)

Pork loin steak
With the addition of caramalised onion and apple sauce

Yellow fin sole
Stuffed with haddock and spinach with a chablis beurre blanc

Aubergine tart
Aubergine and roasted shallots in a stilton based tartlette drizzled in a tomato              
and garlic jus 

Rack of lamb
Cutlets with Port glaze and minted jus

Original chicken 
Chicken breast topped with chorizo and red pepper sauce

Seared salmon
Salmon steak with a light watercress sauce 

Courgette and mushroom bake
Individual bake topped with breadcrumbs and pine nuts (Vegan appropriate)
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Desserts

Fruit platter
A colourful fresh fruit platter with a blackcurrant sorbet

Devon trio
A Devonshire sorbet, a mini cream tea and fresh strawberries with cream

Rich chocolate torte
A scrumptious layered chocolate torte with a generous dollop of clotted cream

Profiteroles
Choux pastry filled with cream and splashed with chocolate sauce and         
honey roasted walnuts

Vanilla cheesecake
Classic cheesecake topped with fresh strawberries coupled with a strawberry 
compote

Tarte au citron
Lemon tarte drizzled in double cream 
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Breakfast

Breakfast Baps 

Start the day as you mean to go on, with fantastic food and fantastic 
views. Our breakfast options will fuel your working day. Choose from 
a light bite or our traditional full English breakfast.
Both our breakfast options are served with fresh filter coffee and 
a broad selection of classic and fruit teas. We are happy to supply 
fresh fruit juices on request.  

A soft white floured bap with a choice of fillings. Have your delegates choose from 
locally sourced sausages, a classic bacon bap, fried egg filling or even for a little 
extra have a fully loaded breakfast bap with all three delicious items.

£5 per person

The Full English 
A lot of places claim to offer a “full” English breakfast, however not many can 
boast such an extensive and delicious FULL English. Have a very British start 
to the day and choose from the following: 
Sausage
Bacon
Egg
Black pudding
Fresh bread
Mushrooms
Tomatoes
Hash brown
Baked beans
Fresh fruit basket
Croissants 
A selection of jams and butter
A selection of cereals and granola

£8.95 per person
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Event Buffet

Our event buffet boasts a broad range of items that are flexible to 
fit with functions ranging from a corporate meeting to an evening 
party. With slight adjustment to each dish, this menu is perfect to suit 
any genre of function and offer extensive and appetizing choices. A 
selection of great price points make our buffets fit any budget. With a 
talented kitchen team and a mission to meet your every need, we are 
also able to tend to any dietary requirements and special requests.

Set Choices 
Assortment of sandwiches and wraps
Nachos with salsa and sour cream
Green leaf, rice or pasta salad
Fresh fruit bowl
Tea and filter coffee

Additions 
Spiced vegetable pakora with mint raita
Chicken goujons with sweet chilli dip
Spiced potato wedges
Mini spring rolls with ginger and soy dip
Tomato & mozzarela bites
Sausages with honey and mustard glaze
Celery and carrot batons with houmous 
Sausage and mustard lattice

Daytime buffet served with tea and coffee

Working Lunch		  “Set Choices” only   		        £5.95 pp

Event Buffet 3		  “Set Choices” + 3 Additions	       £7.95 pp

Event Buffet 5		  “Set Choices” + 5 Additions	       £8.95 pp
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Hot Buffet

Perfect for the more substantial lunches or evening buffets, 
this menu contains some popular hot dishes. Choose one of 
the below pairings to suit your occasion.   

Beef stroganoff 
and 

Wild mushroom stroganoff
Served with saffron rice, cherry tomato, cucumber and red onion salad

Chilli con carne 
and 

5 bean chilli 
Served with rice and crunchy nachos with a sour cream dip 

Chicken masala curry 
and 

Aloo gobi madras curry
Served with basmati rice and poppadoms

Fresh fruit salad served with double cream 
and 

Profitoroles 
Drizzled in warm chocolate sauce

Day time buffet served with tea and coffee

£10.95 Per person (£13.95 With a desert)
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Executive Buffet

This high calibre menu creates a buffet that offers that little 
extra. With only a slight price difference, you are able to offer 
a spread that will impress and offer that little touch of 
sophistication to you function.

Lamb kofta with mint raita

Warm garlic dough balls

Maryland crab cakes 
With a sweetcorn relish

Roast vegetable pine nut 
and brie brochette

Dartmouth smoked salmon blinis

Calamari 
With garlic mayonaise

Malaysian style chicken skewers 
With satay dip 

Select 8 items from the list below:

£9.95 Per person

Spiced vegetable pakora 
With a fresh mango salsa

West country cheddar canapé
With onion marmalade

Tempura vegetables 
With sweet chilli dip

Filo king prawns 
With aioli mayonnaise

Lebanese chicken 
With pickled chillies

Selection of crudites 
Accompanied with houmous
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Locally Sourced Menu

This buffet brings together the ultimate in Devon produce and 
creates a food spectacular. Presented as extravagant platters, 
the locally sourced menu provides an elegant and extensive 
array of delicious local delights.  

Locally baked breads
Granary, soft ciabatta, wholemeal and cottage loaves

A selection of regional cheeses
Cornish nettle yarg, Devon blue, Somerset brie & Devon mature cheddar. 
All accompanied by fresh figs and cranberries

Homemade chutneys
Red onion marmalade sweet garlic with Nigella seeds, spiced tomato and 
real ale chutneys

Home roasted meats
Medium rare sirloin beef with crème fraiche and horseradish dressing  
and honeyed ham and watercress

Best of the west seafood
Dartmouth smoked salmon and mackerel, barbican crevettes, crayfish 
tails and Cornish crab

Accompanied by
A selection of traditional salads and hot buttered new potatoes

Day time buffet served with tea and coffee

£20 Per person
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Unique Additions

Wine	                             Choice of red or white	                                £2.50

Bubbly	                            Sparkling wine	                                            £2.50

Champagne	                 Selection of brands	                                £3.00

Pimms or Punch	     Basic fruit juice and vodka base	                    £2.50

Welcome Drinks
A welcome Drink can really set the mood for a successful event. Served in our Blue 
Planet space, your guests can enjoy a beverage while surrounded by some of our most 
colourful and interesting marine life.

Canapés
We offer hand made canapés that will delight the taste buds of any guest. Served to your 
guests while they enjoy the sights and sounds of the surrounding marine life, canapés 
can add an exciting and less formal taster for your attendees. Our canapé range offers the 
perfect accompaniment to a welcome drink.

Canapés	                                 Choice of 5 per person	                     £5.00 

Wine and Canapés	                     Choice of 5 per person	                     £7.50 

Champagne and canapés	         Choice of 5 per person	                     £8.00

Platters
Our platters act as the perfect centre piece to any buffet or event. The range has been 
created to not only complement the food but to act as an exciting focal point for the 
evening. These platters supply a range of delicious and specialist foods. Originally created 
for either 10 or 20 guests, however we are able to be flexible on numbers. Enjoy the best 
that the West has to offer.

Platters      10 People    20 People

Seafood         £45	         £75

Cheese          £45	         £75

Dessert          £45	         £75

Private Tours
The aquarium boasts the unique selling point of a range of fantastic and exciting displays 
of marine life. Our specially trained hosts offer fantastic private tours. These tours can be 
tailored to suit the needs and wants of your group. Whether formal or casual, the added 
insight into the amazing marine creatures gives your guests an added value at any event.
Tours are £2.50 per person; however we are happy to include the tours when booking the 
more extensive menus and locations.
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Rates and capacities for our conference facilities

Waterfront Suite          £350.00            £250.00 	           40	          30	         20

Horizons Suite             £450.00            £350.00 	           80	          60	         28

Horizons Lounge         £250.00            £150.00 	           80	          50	         30

Eddystone Reef	  £850.00 	         n/a 	          180	         120	         50

Shark Tunnel	  	  £550.00 	         n/a 	           60	          50	         24

Blue Planet	  	  £350.00 	         n/a 	           40	          n/a	         20

Maritime Garden	  £250.00 	         n/a Large outdoor area with decking, patio 
and fantastic sea views

Aqua-theatre	                                         	         	            50	          n/a	        n/a

The Vault	  	                                        	            30	           20	          8

The Launch	  	                                         	           n/a	           40	         20

The Deck	                                         	                       200	          150	         40

All Prices Include VAT

Complete                           
Aquarium	  Price On Request 	         

Suitable for events with 
100-2500 guests

Area	 	          Full Day       Half Day     Theatre    Cabaret     Board

Area	 	             Evening Hire Only       Theatre    Cabaret     Board

Area	 	         The Education Centre    Theatre    Cabaret     Board

 £850.00


